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Dear friends. 

We wanted to share with you just briefy some significant highlights from the 
recent 219th General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

First, please know that the commissioners and young adult advisory delegate 
who travelled from Utah to Minneapolis served Christ with grace, humility and 
prayerful diligence. Dave Patten (elder, St. George), Dave Stellmon (minister, 
Trinity, Ogden), and Shelby Cate (YAAD, Wasatch) served faithfully on their 
assigned committees, and listened for the voice of God's Spirit as they 
participated in the discussion and voting process. It was an exhausting week, 
and they faithfully endured! 

This year, for the frst time ever, the sacrament of Baptism was celebrated 
during the (two and a half hour long!) opening worship service. What a joy! 
The assembly commissioned 17 new mission workers who will be serving 
worldwide, and 122 young adult volunteers for service in the U.S. and abroad. 
Some of the highlights include: A new Middle Governing Body Commission 
will be established so that synods and presbyteries will have the o p p o h t y  to 
enter into new relationships with each other so that they can divide or unite in 
new configurations as they deem appropriate for shared mission. Also, a 
comprehensive report on the Middle East was approved. The Final Report and 
the Minority Report from the Special Committee to Study Issues of Civil 
Union and Christian Marriage will be sent out for study by the wider church, 
and the defit ion of maniage as between "a man and a woman" is maintained. 
During conversations surrounding such difficult issues as peace in the Middle 
East, ordination standards and declining membership and mission funding, 
commissio~lers and advisory delegates prayed and sang together, witnessing to 
their unity in Christ. 

The General Assembly has voted to send a number of amendments to the 
constitution to the presbyteries for their "yes" or "no" vote. Please remember 
that when the GA foswards these proposed amendments to the presbyteries, a 
majority of the presbyteries must vote "yes" in order for the proposed change 
to become a part of our Book of Order. We are sure that there will be some 
proposed amendments over which you will rejoice, and some which may raise 
questions or concerns for you. The General Assembly will forward to the 
presbyteries a number of proposed amendments, but among them, we think the 
following two amendments might particularly catch your attention. The first 
recommends adoption of a revised Form of Government which would provide 
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